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THE NOETHEEN NECK OF VIRGINIA. 

In 1649, Charles II. granted to Ealph Lord Hopton, Henry 
Earl of St. Albans, John Lord Oulpeper, and others, among whom 
•were Sir Dudley Wyatt and Sk Thomas Culpeper (son of Lord 
John.' who was a favorite of the King, and died in 1650), all that 
tract in Virginia between the Potomac and Eappahannock Elvers, 
known as the Northern Neck. Sir Dudley Wyatt, one of the 
patentees, came over to Virginia to see about his interests, and 
died there in 1651. As Virginia soon after submitted to the par- 
liament, the grant remained vrithout force till 1662. Then Charles, 
being restored to the throne, renewed the grant. The patentees 
sent out their agents, but could not establish their authority 
against the opposition of the governor and people. The proprie- 
tors appealed to the king, and on May 8, 1669, he granted them a 
new charter, directing a peremptory order to Berkeley to aid them. 
The new patent was particularly odious, because it contained a 
provision requiring all persons who had taken out patents for 
lands from the governor and council subsequent to September 20, 
1661, to take them out again from the lords proprietors. The 
people of the Northern Neck, which was now rapidly filling up 
with emigrants from Maryland, New England and old settled 
parts of Virginia, were immensely disturbed, and the secretary of 
the colony, Hon. Thomas Ludwell, wrote about this time that, 
" he had never seen anything so move the people's grief or pain, 
or more put a stop to their industry." 

Upon Thomas Kerton, agent of the lords proprietors, proceeding 
to survey the lands in the Northern Neck, a petition, addressed to 
the king, was forwarded, begging a recission of the more odious 
features of the grant. Then Kerton issued the f ollovying order : 

Instetjotions fob Mb. James Gatloe, Subtbighbe or WiiSTMOEBiiAND 

OOTJNTI. 

Imp' : you are to give notice to all y» inhabitants of y« county of West- 
morelan'' y' as soone as y' land of y* Northern tract shall be surveighed, y* 
Hon :"" y° p'prietors intend to grant them Oonveighances of all lands taken 
up since Michaelmas, 1661, upon y« rent of two shUl : p' hundred acres and 
under other reasonable coven", and that they shall hold of ther Lordsps in 
free & oomon soocadge & not by Kn'*' service or any other Terms or service, 
& y' ther Lords'" expect y' all lands, w'soever in y' s"" County, be f orth\fith 
surveighed at y' Charge of all such as claime y" s'' Lands Respectively. 

2 : That you first make diligent inquiry & find out where six p' cells of Land 
lying uppon y» river at some navigable creeke between y' faUs of 10,000 

^ His will was made at Jamestown in 1651. (See QuABiBEiY, VoL IIL, p. 37.) 
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Acres in a p'cell may be taken up, for w"' noe one paies rent nor hath any 
legall title, & give notice of y" same to be surveighed to y» use of y« p''prietors. 

3 : That for p'sent, in respect of an addressee lately sent to his Ma"* by y 
inhabitants of this tract, you suspend y» surveighing of any lands untaken up 
till his Ma"" pleasure be first known, but you may p''ceede to surveigh any 
lands in controversy or any lands taken up & in Actual possession for w'" y" 
claim* paies Bent. 

4: That you make diligent enquiry after all lands escheated within y* 
County of Westmorl" since y« 29'" day of 7ber., 1661, & w' shall heereafter 
escheat and seize y" same to y" use of y« p''prietors, but if any p''son p'tending 
title to them shall desire y« same they make Oonposition paying twenty shill. 
for every hundred Acres & y' reserved Eent. 

5: That you keepe p''tieulars of all plotts of Lands, Harbors, Creeks, 
Swamps, Mountains, & all notorious places, y' soe a Gen" plott may be made 
of y' County. 

6 : That from time to time, as occasion requires, yo" give notice of all 
things further necessary to me, y' soe yo" may proceede acco- ding to there 
Hon™ instructions: As witness my hand y" IS"" day of 9''"' in y« year of o' 
Lord, 1672. Tho. Kerton. 

25"" fEeb., 1672-73 these instructions were recorded in y" County Court 
records of Westmorelan''. 

Mr. Kerton next applied to have his instructions registered in 
the General Court, when the following proceedings took place: 

25 March, 1672 [3], Mr. Thomas Kerton, Agent for y« Lord Propriet" in 
England, p'senting a paper of Instruments which he receaved from them out 
of England It was accordingly read and Ordered that y" a^ Instruments bea 
recorded, and y' court were pleased to declare that they do in no wayes ob- 
struct but pmitt their legaU proceedings, alwaies reserving to themselves all 
benefltt and advautages which they may hope for from his Ma"« in answer to 
their humble addreses to his Ma"*. But the Court doth think it very hard 
that the Tennants who have been long seated and peaceably enjoyed their 
Estates should pay that Bent which they have formerly paid to his Ma"«' 
Treasurer or deputy according to his Ma""' Instructions, or that the said 
Tennants should be recharged to new survey their lands after so long Tyme of 
possession. 

The answer that Charles II. made to the respectful petition of 
his suffering subjects in Virginia was a new grant of extraordi- 
nary pretensions to Henry Bennett, Earl of Arlington, his Secre- 
tary of State, and Thomas Lord Culpeper. Eeserving to the first 
patentees the benefit of their grant, it proceeded to make a similar 
grant of the whole of Virginia for thirty-one years. While both 
grants expressly disclaimed interference with the military or po- 
litical authority of the colonial government, the powers bestowed 
were so extensive as in effect to create an imperium in imperio in 
both cases. 
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Astouislied and indignant at these procedures, the Virginia As- 
sembly in October, 1674, sent three agents to England — Thomas 
Ludwell, Secretary of State ; Francis Moryson, and Major-General 
Eobert Smith, to protest against the tyranny. 

At first the agency seemed to be thoroughly successful. The 
Lords Arlington and Culpeper agreed to accept, in lieu of all the 
powers of their charter, the quit-rents in tobacco at three half- 
pence a pound, and the Earl of St. Albans and his associates for 
their patent, proposed to take £400 each. Accordingly the agents of 
Virginia petitioned the crown for a charter to enable the Virginians 
to take advantage of these offers, and to guard their rights against 
future encroachment. Their application was granted, and the law 
officers of the crown were instructed to draw up the instrument. 
The rough draft was actually executed, when the tidings of Bacon's 
EebeUion arrived, and produced serious changes. Prominent 
among the causes of this explosion in Virginia, was the very exist- 
ence of the agency itself, for the cost of which the already over- 
burdened people were taxed fifty pounds of tobacco per head for 
two years. The exertions of the Virginia agents were not, how- 
ever, without result. 

The more extensive grant of this colony was avoided by purchase 
in the following way: Lord Arlington on the 10th of September, 
1681, sold his interest to Lord Culpeper, and the latter on July 25, 
1684, surrendered the whole to the king for an annual pension of 
£600 for twenty years. This left outstanding only the Northern 
Neck grant, which by purchase became soon the exclusive property 
of Thomas Lord Culpeper, who had the same confirmed to him by 
a patent from the crown, dated September 27, 1688. 

In the meantime, however, but little headway had been made by 
the agents of the proprietors. The obstinate planters declined 
altogether to take out patents from them for the lands occupied. 
Thomas Kerton ' died about 1678, and Lord Culpeper employed 
his cousin. Col. Nicholas Spencer, who had succeeded Ludwell as 
Secretary of the Colony in 1679. Lord Culpeper himself came over 

' Thomas Kerton married Anna, the widow of Bichard Cole. The latter, 
at his death in 1674, made Nicholas -Spencer, son of Col. Nicholas Spencer, 
his heir. (Quabteblt, VoLJIV., pp. 38, 39.) Cole, in 1665, expected his 
brother to come in governor. (Quaeteelt, Vol. IV., p. 30.) Covild this 
have been Lord Culpeper who received a commission as governor in 1676 ? 
I have not been able to find a good pedigree of the Culpeper family. For 
Spencer pedigree see Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vols. I. 
and IV. 
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to Virginia in 1680, and among the steps he took to assert his per- 
sonal authority in the Northern Neck, was one depriving the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the right of hearing appeals from his council. In 
1682 he returned to England, and things went on about as before. 

Colonel Spencer died in 1689, and in 1690 Colonel Philip Lud- 
well, brother of the late Secretary, Thomas Ludwell, and husband 
of Lady Berkeley (widow of Governor Sir William Berkeley) as- 
sumed the task which had proved so difficuli 

Lord Culpeper was then dead, and his rights had fallen to his 
only daughter and heir, the Right Honorable Lady Katherine Cul- 
peper, and to Alexander Culpeper' (brother of Mrs. Ludwell) 
whom Lord Culpeper had taken into partnership. Colonel Lud- 
well opened up an office, and his books, which are now in the land 
office at Biohmond, together with those of all his successors, are 
authentic records of his transactions. He held office for two years, 
but beyond a few confirmations and grants for escheated land, he 
appears to have accomplished very little. 

Then, after an interval of two years, came George Brent and 
Col. William Fitzhugh, both noted lawyers of the Northern Neck. 

The records now appear in the name of " Marguritte Lady Cul- 
peper, etc.," and a little later in the name of "Marguritte Lady Cul- 
peper and Thomas Lord Fairfax." It might seem that Alexander 
Culpeper had sold out to the widow of Lord Culpeper, and it is well 
known that Lord Fairfax married Katherine Culpeper before 1692. 

Brent and Fitzhugh's record, as joint agents, appeared to be 
ehiefly one of confirming lands to one another, and in 1703, Eobert 
Carter, sumamed "King Eobin" (because of his pride, says a con- 
temporary enemy), entered upon the duties of agent. The enor- 
mous personal influence of Colonel Carter, aided by that of Colonel 
Bichard Lee, scarcely inferior to him in wealth, effected a change. 

Colonel Lee is said to have made a composition with the propri- 
etors themselves for his own lands, which broke the ice. Several fol- 
lowed his suit, till the land holders generally soon came to pay their 
quit-rents into the hands of Colonel Carter.' In 1709, Lord Fairfax, 
the fifth Lord of Cameron in Scotland, died, and the patents in the 
Northern Neck ran for two years in the names of "Marguritte 
Lady Culpeper and Katherine Lady Fairfax." Then, in 1711, 

' Mr. Stanard tUnks that Alexander Culpeper was first cousin of Thomas 
liord Culpeper. 

' I do not think that the arrears of quit-rents were ever paid. In 1736 the 
Legislature Confirmed Lord Fairfax's proprietary rights. (Hening, Vol, IV., 
p. 514.) 
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the records tell us that "the Eight Honorable Katherine Lady 
Fairfax, Duchess Dowager, of Cameron, the only daughter and 
heir of Thomas, late Lord Culpeper, and Marguritte, late Lady 
Culpeper," is sole proprietor. 

In 1722, "the Eight Hon"' Thomas Lord Fairfax, of Leed's 
Castle, in y' county of Kent, Baron of Cameron, in Scotland," suc- 
ceeded his mother. This was the sixth Lord, the son of Lady 
Katherine Fairfax, n^e Culpeper. 

He was born in 1692, and died at his home " Greenway Court," 
in Frederick county, Va., March 12, 1782, aged 90. He owned im- 
mense tracts of wild land, and collected quit-rents from the inhab- 
itants of twenty-one counties. Although the General Assembly in 
an act in 1779, creating the present land office, abolished all reser- 
vation of quit-rents in the patents or grants of land from the 
crown of England, Lord Fairfax was not disturbed during his life- 
time. After his death in 1782, the General Assembly authorized 
persons holding lands in the Northern Neck to retain in their hands 
the quit-rents already due, "until the right of descent shall be 
more fully ascertained," but exonerating the inhabitants from all 
future quit-rents, which should be paid into the public treasury. 
The proprietorship did descend to Eobert Fairfax, seventh Baron, 
and in 1785, in pursuance of the laws confiscating the property of 
British aliens, quit-rents in the Northern Neck were abolished alto- 
gether, the books of the office ordered to the keeping of the regis- 
ter of the land office in Eichmond, where they still remain, and it 
was declared that henceforth all unappropriated lands in the 
Northern Neck should be subject to the same conditions as any 
other unappropriated lands in the commonwealth. 

The last grant by Lord Fairfax was made in 1780. On Novem- 
ber 15, 1786 Patrick Henry, Esq., Governor of the Commonwealth, 
by a grant of land recorded in the same book, assumed for the 
State the eminent domain of the Northern Neck, so long vested in 
the Fairfax family. 

(Authoritiei. — Calendar of British Colonial State Papers ; Hening's Statutes ; 
Oldmixon's History of the British Empire; Sainsbury MSS.; Records in the 
Land Office; Westmoreland County Records; General Court Records ; Fairfax 
Family, by Rev. E. D. Nejll; Burk's History of Virginia, etc.) 



AEMISTEAD FAMILY. 

(Oontinued from page 164.) 
5, Anthony ' Aemistead CWilliam,* Anthony '), son of the emi- 
grant William, resided in Elizabeth City county. He was one of Sir 



